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Letter from the Board President
Dear Billys,
One of the themes that emerged out of the
Visioning Retreat for me was the word ‘safety’.
Although we do an amazing job consistently
putting on strong gatherings the welcome we
extend to men of color, 50+, or young people is
not always consistent. Confidentiality at heart
circles can be an issue. After May Day new/old
issues emerged such as how we maintain privacy
at gatherings in the era of instant technology
or rude/offensive Talent Show acts. There’s so
many ways that the issue of ‘safety’ plays out in
our community.
But that’s all a ‘glass is half empty’ way of looking
at the Billys. We’re also fabulous, we create
healing space, community, and a vision that’s
at least as vital now as when we were founded
nearly 30 years ago. In short, we’re all imperfect
beings trying to do our best in an imperfect
world.
The heart connections we get from the Billys is
what helps us transcend the headwinds and be
our authentic selves.
Big Billy Hugs,
Paul
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Our Place

We are a heart-centered
community woven together
by shared values and by our
shared experiences as gay,
bi, trans and queer men.
We strive to be present and
mindful with ourselves and
each other and envision the
creation of a world based
upon principles of nonviolence, sustainability,
cooperation, service, and the
building of deeper wisdom
through shared perspectives.

Heart-Circle is our central
ritual and consensus is
our process; they embody
our values.

You can shape how The Billys Grow:
DONATE- https://thebillys.org/donate/

The Billys address a
single challenge:

How to build healthier
communities by fostering
personal resilience and
support.

Value of CommunityBuilding
For a long time, scientific research has documented physical and mental
health disparities for members of the LGBT community. In particular,
when compared to their heterosexual counterparts, gay and bisexual men
show increased rates of depression, suicide, substance abuse, domestic
violence, and risk of HIV/AIDS (see for example Wolitski, Stall and
Valdiserri, 2008; Omoto and Kurtsman, 2006). Research shows further
that the negative effects of homophobia on gay and bisexual men are
mediated mostly by issues of low self-esteem and a deep sense of social
isolation. On the other hand, research has also shown that the negative
effects of homophobia can be alleviated by community participation,
particularly in organizations that enable men to interact intimately not
only sexually but as whole persons with emotional and affective needs.
Such community participation alleviates social isolation by providing
important sources of social support. Opportunities for face-to-face
intimate (mostly nonsexual) communication promote supportive social
networks and develop a sense of community with enormous benefits for
gay men’s health and wellbeing (see for example, Ramirez-Valles, 2002).
Based on scientific research to date, we strongly believe that the work of
the Billy Foundation and the opportunities for social support provided for
gay, bi and trans men in heart circles and gatherings create resilience and
directly promotes the health and well being of the men involved.
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The Billys increase community engagement,
providing the container for healing and
support through shared values.
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Collaboration with other organizations and
community groups with similar goals

Billy Gatherings
Our Gatherings join us in community to share, listen,
and speak from our hearts. We play, frolic, learn from
each other, celebrate our joys, heal our wounds, and
offer safe welcome and social support to each other.

32 days of Gatherings
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THANK YOU Coordinators!
May Day			 Chuck Hampton and Dave Hall
4th of July		 Daniel Mandel and Chris Lombardi
Labor Day			 Paul Mueller and Charlie Seltzer
Halloween		 Darrell Standring and George Kelly
New Years		 Fred Fishman and Andrew Harkins
Visioning Retreat Billy Foundation Board of Directors

Richard Locke Scholarship Fund
Helping assure that no one misses out on being part of
the Billy community because of the lack of funds.
Scholarships Requested

111 requests for a total of $25,520
Scholarships Awarded

111 awarded for a total of $13,861
Over the past five years $77,539 has been awarded

Donations

$26,413 General Fund
(includes a single $10,000 donation)

$190 Billy Emergency Support Fund
$5,933 Richard Locke Scholarship Fund
$198 Board of Directors Scholarship Fund
Restricted Funds
$25,000 Diversity Fund
$51,100 to become shareholders
in Saratoga Springs
Monthly donations are easy through the “We Are Family” program.
Donations on a monthly basis can be for any amount and can be
arranged through your bank’s payment process or through PayPal. These
donations help us look ahead and meet our basic needs as a community.
Call the Billy office at (707) 545-1044 for more information.

Sponsorships
Transmission
Transmission retreats are
an opportunity for a diverse
group of trans men and trans
masculine people to heal and
overcome isolation in a heartcentered environment

2 gatherings
118 Participants
302 Bednights
More than 90% of attendees
reported that they gained selfconfidence, self-awareness,
friendships, community
connections, and a stronger
sense of belonging.

Mendocino Pride Alliance
The new Mendocino Pride Alliance is a
community gathering spot for LGBTQ &
allies to come together in support of each
other.
Our focus is to promote acceptance within
and outside the LGBT community.

Local Events & Outreach
Outreach events were part of Pride throughout Northern California. Free
hugs were part of the fun at pride events in:
• Sonoma County
• San Francisco
• San Jose
• Oakland
• And at the Castro Street Fair and Atmosqueer

Local Potlucks continue to sustain us between Gatherings. Monthly
potlucks in San Francisco and Sonoma County, as well as potlucks in
Sacramento bring our community together. These events often see 30-45
men celebrating our shared values.

Diversity Program & Collaboration
Elizabeth Taylor AIDS
Foundation
$3,000 grant recieved to support
the collaboration between the
Billys and the 50-Plus Network

Billy Foundation Diversity
Program
The purpose of the Billy Diversity
Program is to achieve our goal
to reflect within our community
the diversity of cultures, races,
economics, and ages of our world
$25,000 donation
$2,542 in scholarships and
outreach
Remaining funds allocated over
three years

San Francisco AIDS
Foundation 50-Plus
Network
$15,000 to support attendance at
gatherings
Support of community potlucks
Increased membership and
diversity at Billy gatherings
Resource sharing and connections
to future collaborations

SonoMen
Increased participation in
potlucks, and local events

What’s Next?
Rich, juicy gatherings
Focus on safety
Volunteer development
Fundraising

Financial Summary
INCOME

Donations
RLSF $5,933
GF
$32,260
ETAF $3,000
BESF $190

INCOME

Donations
Restricted Donations

Restricted Donations
Diversity $25,000
Saratoga $51,110

Gathering Fees
Sponsorships
Misc

Gathering Fees $172,113
Sponsorship $1,769
Miscellaneous $5,093
Total Income $296,468

EXPENSES

Scholarships
RLSF $13,861
Other $7,292
Gathering Costs
(Bank charges and event
costs) $125,746
Indirect Gathering Costs
(insurance, contractor,
overhead, supplies) $56,399
Miscellaneous $7,500
Total Expense $210,798

EXPENSES
Scholarships
Gathering Costs
Indirect Gathering
Misc

Board of Directors and Staff
YOU - the efforts to sustain
our community rely on
your participation.
50 New Billys joined our
community Gatherings this
year
Paul Mueller
President

Jim Stockton
Vice President

Ken Kunert
Secretary/Treasurer

Kris Shanks
Resource
Coordinator

Harry Breaux

John Torres

Robert Zarren

Sam Tucker

